phthalazine. Although the Xray structures of two polycyclic compounds containing the pyrrolo[1,2-c]quinazoline system have been described, 1,2 to our knowledge, those of the parent compound or its substituted derivatives have not been reported in the literature. Compound 1 (Fig. 1 ) was obtained by a documented procedure that involves a 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition reaction between the corresponding quinazolinium N-ylide and ethyl propiolate as dipolarophile. 3, 4 Yellow prismatic crystals of 1 (m.p. 185 -187˚C) were obtained by crystallization from acetonitrile. The crystal and structurerefinement data are summarized in Table 1 . H atoms were placed at calculated positions, with C-H distances of 0.95 -0.99 Å, and treated as riding atoms, with Uiso(H) = 1.2 -1.5 Ueq(C). The tricyclic system in 1 adopts a very slight curvature, reflected in the angles of intersection between the least-squares planes through the individual rings, namely A^B = 3.30(6) , B^C = 2.14(6) , and A^C = 5.31(6) . For the least-squares plane through all 13 atoms of the tricyclic system, the maximum deviation is 0.083(2)Å (for atom C9), this plane intersecting that of ring D at 55.68(5) . The conformation of the molecule is stabilised by two intramolecular hydrogen bonds, shown as dashed lines in Fig. 2 . These are C2-H2·O20 and C13-H13·O15 with C·O distances of distances 2.966(2) and 2.995(2)Å respectively.
From the torsion angles (Table 3) and Fig. 2 , it is evident that the ethyl carboxylate residue adopts an extended conformation while the chlorophenyl ring D is rotated out of the plane of the pyrrole ring A to minimize steric hindrance, the non-bonded contact distance C8·C22 being 3.147(2)Å. Figure 3 illustrates the formation of -stacked dimeric units in 1, the dominant motif in the crystal packing. The dashed lines indicate the shortest ring centroid·centroid distances of 3.741(1) Å. For the interactions shown, rings A and C belong to the molecule of 1 at x, y, z and rings A i , C i to the inversion-related molecule at 1-x, 2-y, 1-z. The next shortest interaction of this type (ring B·ring C i ) has centroid·centroid distance 3.895(1) Å. Only one intermolecular hydrogen bond occurs in the crystal structure, namely C25-H25·O15 i (i = -1+x, -1+y, z) with C·O 3.244(2)Å and angle C-H·O 149 . Table 2 Selected bond distances (Å) and angles (˚) Table 3 Selected bond torsion angles (˚) Fig. 3 Ring-stacking interactions in the crystal of 1.
